
 Year 9 Summer Reads 

 Here are sixteen superb books to escape into this summer. Take a trip back in time to 
 India during Partition or LA in the nineties or immerse yourself in fantasy worlds 
 inspired by West African or Greek mythology. Go on a journey with a wide range of 
 characters as they find first love, discover the truth about their expensive private 
 school and, most importantly, work out what kind of person they want to be. Read 
 them all, I dare you! 

 All these wonderful books (and many more) are available to borrow from the LRC. 

 When our Worlds Collided  by Danielle Jawando 

 A powerful coming-of-age story about chance encounters, injustice and how the 
 choices that we make can completely change our future. 

 When fourteen-year-old Shaq is stabbed outside of a busy shopping centre in 
 Manchester, three teenagers from very different walks of life are unexpectedly 
 brought together. What follows flips their worlds upside down and makes 
 Chantelle, Jackson, and Marc question the deep-rooted prejudice and racism that 
 exists within the police, the media, and the rest of society. 

 The second YA novel from the critically acclaimed Danielle Jawando, perfect for fans 
 of Angie Thomas, Gayle Foreman, Jennifer Niven and Nikesh Shukla. 



 Solitaire  by Alice Oseman 

 A coming-of-age novel with a compelling narrative voice and strong, assured 
 writing, making it hard to believe that Alice was just 17 years old when she wrote 
 the book. It tells the story of sixteen-year old Tori Spring, who feels increasingly 
 disconnected from her friends, intensified by a distressing, complex home life. To 
 make ma�ers worse, the irrepressible Michael Holden arrives in her life, 
 representing everything she hates; enthusiastic, geeky and upbeat, he won’t let up 
 on trying to befriend her. And when their school is targeted by Solitaire, an online 
 community of anarchists, Tori is dragged into the fray… 

 In case you're wondering, this is not a love story. My name is Tori Spring. I like to sleep and 
 I like to blog. Last year - before all that stuff with Charlie and before I had to face the harsh 
 realities of A-Levels and university applications and the fact that one day I really will have to 
 start talking to people - I had friends. Things were very different, I guess, but that's all over 
 now. Now there's Solitaire. And Michael Holden. I don't know what Solitaire are trying to 
 do, and I don't care about Michael Holden. I really don't. 

 A Very Large Expanse of Sea  by Tahereh Mafi 

 It's 2002, a year after 9/11, and Shirin has just started at yet another new high school. 
 It's an extremely turbulent time politically, but especially so for a sixteen-year-old 
 Muslim girl who's tired of being stereotyped. Shirin is never surprised by how 
 horrible people can be. She's tired of the rude stares, the degrading comments - even 
 the physical violence she endures as a result of her race, her religion, and the hijab 
 she wears every day. 

 Shirin drowns her frustrations in music and spends her afternoons break-dancing 
 with her brother. But then she meets Ocean James. He's the first person in forever 
 who really seems to want to get to know her. It terrifies her -they seem to come from 
 two irreconcilable worlds - and Shirin has had her guard up against the world for so 
 long that she's not sure she'll ever be able to let it down. 

 Perfect for fans of the Sha�er Me series as well as Angie Thomas's  The Hate U Give 
 and Nicola Yoon's  The Sun is Also A Star. 



 The Black Kids  by Christina Hammonds Reed 

 Perfect for fans of The Hate U Give, this unforge�able coming-of-age debut novel is 
 a unflinching exploration of race, class, and violence as well as the importance of 
 being true to yourself. Los Angeles, 1992 Ashley Benne� and her friends are living 
 the charmed life. It's the end of high school and they're spending more time at the 
 beach than in the classroom. They can already feel the sunny days and endless 
 possibilities of summer. But everything changes one afternoon in April, when four 
 police officers are acqui�ed after beating a black man named Rodney King half to 
 death. Suddenly, Ashley's not just one of the girls. She's one of the black kids. As 
 violent protests engulf LA and the city burns, Ashley tries to continue on as if life 
 were normal. Even as her self-destructive sister gets dangerously involved in the 
 riots. Even as the model black family facade her wealthy and prominent parents 
 have built starts to crumble. Even as her best friends help spread a rumor that could 
 completely derail the future of her classmate and fellow black kid, LaShawn 
 Johnson. With her world splintering around her, Ashley, along with the rest of LA, is 
 left to question who is the us? And who is the them? 

 Wheel of Surya  by Jamila Gavin 

 The dramatic first volume in the Surya Trilogy by Whitbread award-winning author 
 of Coram Boy, Jamila Gavin. India, August 1947: Fleeing from their burnt-out village 
 as civil war rages in the Punjab, Marvinder and Jaspal are separated from their 
 mother, Jhoti. Marvinder has already saved her brother's life once, but now they 
 both face a daily fight for survival. Together they escape across India and nearly 
 halfway around the world to England, to find a father they hardly know in a new, 
 hostile culture... A story touching on culture, class, faith and family set against the 
 backdrop of Indian independence and the Partition of India and Pakistan. No 
 children's books about India conveys these issues and themes with the effortless ease 
 of Jamila Gavin. Her diverse voice is the perfect introduction to this period of 
 history, for fans of The Bone Sparrow, Morris Glei�man's Once, and Katherine 
 Rundell's The Wolf Wilder. 



 Ace of Spades by  Faridah Abike-Iyimide 

 Hello, Niveus High. It's me. Who am I? That's not important. All you need to know is...I'm 
 here to divide and conquer. - Aces 

 Welcome to Niveus Private Academy, where money paves the hallways, and the 
 students are never less than perfect. 

 Until now. 

 Because anonymous texter, Aces, is bringing two students' dark secrets to light. 
 Talented musician Devon buries himself in rehearsals, but he can't escape the 
 spotlight when his private photos go public. Head girl Chiamaka isn't afraid to get 
 what she wants, but soon everyone will know the price she has paid for power. 
 Someone is out to get them both. Someone who holds all the aces. And they're 
 planning much more than a high-school game... 

 A compelling, incendiary, and unputdownable thriller with a shocking twist, 
 Faridah Abike-Iyimide delves deep into the heart of institutionalised racism with 
 this compulsive debut. 

 Truth or Dare  by Sophie McKenzie 

 When lies are everywhere, how far will you go for the truth? 

 A tense eco-drama with an explosive twist from the million-copy selling author of 
 Girl, Missing  . 

 Fourteen-year-old Maya cannot believe she has to spend the summer with her 
 grandmother, helping out at the family cosmetics firm. But things get much more 
 exciting when she meets a community of activists who are campaigning against the 
 dumping of chemical waste. Ge�ing closer to one boy in particular, Bear, Maya is 
 dared into joining one of their protest missions, but doesn't know that her 
 grandmother's business is the target. Someone has been lying about their 
 environmentally-friendly products, and as danger threatens, Maya must uncover the 
 truth or betray her family forever. 

 In this edge-of-your-seat drama exploring the line between truth and lies, join 
 millions of readers in discovering bestselling teen thrillers from Sophie McKenzie. 



 Excuse me while I Ugly Cry  by Joya Goffney 

 A passionate, hilarious and heartfelt YA romcom debut full of juicy secrets and 
 leap-off-the-page chemistry about how we choose to live our lives and what it means 
 to live your truth. For fans of To All the Boys I've Loved Before and The Sun is Also 
 a Star. Quinn keeps lists of everything - from the days she's ugly cried, to Things 
 That I Would Never Admit Out Loud, to all the boys she'd like to kiss. Her lists keep 
 her sane. By writing her fears (as well as embarrassing and cringeworthy truths) on 
 paper, she never has to face them in real life. That is, until her journal goes missing . . 
 . An anonymous account posts one of her lists on Instagram for the whole school to 
 see and blackmails her into facing seven of her greatest fears, or else her entire 
 journal will go public. Quinn doesn't know who to trust. Desperate, she teams up 
 with Carter Benne� - the last known person to have her journal and who Quinn 
 loathes - in a race against time to track down the blackmailer. Together, they journey 
 through everything Quinn's been too afraid to face, and along the way, Quinn finds 
 the courage to be honest, to live in the moment, and to fall in love. A razor-sharp, 
 passionate and addictive YA romcom that readers will love. 

 Afterlove  by Tanya Byrne 

 Ash Persaud is about to become a reaper in the afterlife, but she is determined to see 
 her first love Poppy Morgan again, the only thing that separates them is death. 

 Car headlights. The last thing Ash hears is the snap of breaking glass as the 
 windscreen hits her and breaks into a million pieces like stars. But she made it, she's 
 still here. Or is she? This New Year's Eve, Ash gets an invitation from the afterlife she 
 can't decline: to join a clan of fierce girl reapers who take the souls of the city's dead 
 to await their fate. But Ash can't forget her first love, Poppy, and she will do 
 anything to see her again ... even if it means they only get a few more days together. 
 Dead or alive ... NOT EVEN DEATH CAN TEAR THEM APART. 

 The Knife of Never Le�ing Go  by Patrick Ness 

 Prentisstown isn't like other towns. Everyone can hear everyone else's thoughts in a 
 constant, overwhelming Noise. There is no privacy. There are no secrets. Then Todd 



 Hewi� unexpectedly stumbles on a spot of complete silence. Which is impossible. 
 And now he's going to have to run... 

 This new edition marks the 10th anniversary of the award-winning modern classic, 
 soon to be a major motion picture starring Tom Holland and Daisy Ridley. 

 Love Radio  by Ebony LaDelle 

 Clear your TBR pile for this slick, heart-melting romance for fans of Jenny Han and 
 Nicola Yoon. 

 Prince Jones is passionate about music and romance, dishing out relationship advice 
 on his Love Radio show. But his own love life is looking kind of quiet... Until he 
 meets Dani Ford. 

 Dani isn't checking for anybody. She's focused on her plan to move to New York 
 City to become a famous author, and avoiding dealing with what happened at that 
 party a few months ago. When the two meet, sparks fly - but Dani's not looking to 
 get derailed. So she gives Prince just three dates to convince her that he's worth 
 falling for... 

 Sometimes the best love story is the one you write yourself. 

 Coming up for Air  by Lou Abercrombie 

 When Coco moves to the seaside town where her mum grew up, she's excited to 
 make friends and find out more about the family her mum has kept from her. What 
 she doesn't expect is to be met with resentment from the community. Whatever 
 secrets her mum's hiding, they run deep. But Coco is determined and her love of 
 swimming and natural talent for freediving helps her start to break through with the 
 ocean-loving locals. Until disaster strikes at sea... 

 As history threatens to repeat itself, will Coco ever be able to undo the age-old rift? 

 A quirky coming-of-age story, perfect for fans of Katy Birchall, GEEK GIRL and 
 SUPER AWKWARD. 



 Raybearer  by Jordan Ifueko 

 The epic and phenomenal West-African inspired New York Times bestselling YA 
 fantasy from an incredible new talent. 'Only one thing is more powerful than a wish, 
 and that is a purpose.' Tarisai has always longed for the warmth of a family. She was 
 raised in isolation by a mysterious, often absent mother known only as The Lady. 
 The Lady sends her to the capital of the global empire of Aritsar to compete with 
 other children to be chosen as one of the Crown Prince's Council of Eleven. If she's 
 picked, she'll be joined with the other Council members through the Ray, a bond 
 deeper than blood. That closeness is irresistible to Tarisai, who has always wanted to 
 belong somewhere. But The Lady has other ideas, including a magical wish that 
 Tarisai is compelled to obey: kill the Crown Prince once she gains his trust. Tarisai 
 won't stand by and become someone's pawn - but is she strong enough to choose a 
 different path for herself? 

 When the Stars Lead to You  by Ronni Davis 

 Eighteen-year-old Devon longs for two things: The stars. And the boy she fell in love 
 with last summer. When Ashton breaks Devon's heart at the end of the most 
 romantic and magical summer ever, she thinks her heart will never heal again. But 
 over the course of the following year, Devon finds herself slowly pu�ing the broken 
 pieces back together. Now it's senior year and she's determined to enjoy every 
 moment of it, as she prepares for a future studying galaxies. That is, until Ashton 
 shows up on the first day of school. Can she forgive and open her heart to him 
 again? Or are they doomed to repeat history? From debut author, Ronni Davis, 
 comes a stunning novel about passion, loss, and the power of first love. 

 If You Still Recognise Me by Cynthia So 

 Elsie has a crush on Ada, the only person in the world who truly understands her. 
 Unfortunately, they've never met in real life and Ada lives an ocean away. But Elsie 
 has decided it's now or never to tell Ada how she feels. That is, until her long-lost 
 best friend Joan walks back into her life. 



 In a summer of repairing broken connections and building surprising new ones, 
 Elsie realises that she isn't nearly as alone as she thought. But now she has a choice 
 to make. 

 A lyrical contemporary story about falling in love and finding yourself in the 
 process, for fans of  The Black Flamingo  ,  The Falling  in Love Montage  and Alice Oseman. 

 This Poison Heart  by Kalynn Bayron 

 Ever since she can remember, Briseis has had power over plants. Flowers bloom in 
 her footsteps and leaves turn to face her as though she were the sun. It's a power she 
 and her adoptive mothers have spent her whole life trying to hide. 

 And then Briseis inherits an old house from her birth mother and suddenly finds 
 herself with the space and privacy to test her powers for the first time. But as Briseis 
 starts to bring the house's rambling garden back to life, she finds she has also 
 inherited generations of secrets. 

 A hidden altar to a dark goddess, a lineage of witches stretching back to ancient 
 times, and a hidden garden overgrown with the most deadly poisonous plants on 
 earth. And Briseis's long-departed ancestors aren't going to let her rest until she 
 accepts her place as the keeper of the terrible power that lies at the heart of the 
 Poison Garden. 

 Cinderella Is Dead  author Kalynn Bayron brings a message  of proud inclusivity to this 
 empowering fantasy about a young woman finding the strength to challenge 
 everything she has been told is true. 


