
 Year 8 Summer Reads 

 Here are seventeen superb books to escape into this summer holiday. Take a trip 
 back in time to eighteenth century Jamaica, nineteenth century Philippines or 
 twentieth century London. Then flash forward into a dystopian future. Go on a 
 journey with all kinds of different people as they find love, make mistakes and 
 discover the person they want to be. Read them all, I dare you! 

 All these wonderful books (and many more) are available to borrow from the LRC. 

 Cane Warriors  by Alex Wheatle 

 Nobody free till everybody free. 

 Moa is fourteen. The only life he has ever known is toiling on the Frontier sugar cane 
 plantation for endless hot days, fearing the vicious whips of the overseers. Then one 
 night he learns of an uprising, led by the charismatic Tacky. Moa is to be a cane 
 warrior, and fight for the freedom of all the enslaved people in the nearby 
 plantations. But before they can escape, Moa and his friend Keverton must face their 
 first great task: to kill their overseer, Misser Donaldson. Time is ticking, and the day 
 of the uprising approaches . . . 

 Irresistible, gripping and unforge�able,  Cane Warriors  follows the true story of 
 Tacky's War in Jamaica, 1760. 



 The Supreme Lie  by Geraldine McCaughrean 

 Multi award-winning author Geraldine McCaughrean has wri�en her most timely 
 and acutely prescient novel to date.  The Supreme Lie,  set in a world paralysed by 
 natural disaster and dangerous politics, tackles contemporary themes about 
 governments lying in the face of a disaster, how easily ordinary people can be 
 manipulated through fear and how the media can be controlled to suit those in 
 power. 

 Fifteen-year-old Gloria is maid to Afalia's tyrannical Head of State, Madame 
 Suprema. When the country is hit by unprecedented flooding, Madame Suprema 
 runs away, fearing she will be blamed for the crisis. To cover up this cowardly act, 
 Gloria is made to step into Madame Suprema's shoes and is thrust into a world of 
 corrupt and desperate politicians. As Gloria becomes aware of the forces toying with 
 her every move, she must take decisions that could save, or end, thousands of lives - 
 including her own... 

 The Last Paper Crane  by Kerry Drewery 

 A Japanese teenager, Mizuki, is worried about her grandfather who is clearly 
 desperately upset about something. He says that he has never got over something 
 that happened in his past and gently Mizuki persuades him to tell her what it is. 

 We are taken to 1945, Hiroshima, and Mizuki's grandfather as a teenage boy cha�ing 
 at home with his friend Hiro. Moments later the horrific nuclear bomb is dropped on 
 Hiroshima. What follows is a searing account of the blinding flash, the harrowing 
 search for family and the devastation both human and physical. There is also the 
 very moving and human story as the two teenage boys with great bravery search for 
 and find Keiko, Hiro's five-year-old sister. But then Keiko is lost when Mizuki's 
 grandfather has no option but to leave her in a safe place while he goes for help... 
 Despite a desperate search in the aftermath of the bomb, where he leaves origami 
 folded paper cranes for Keiko with his address on everywhere a survivor could be, 
 he cannot find her... 

 A powerful novel that, despite its harrowing subject ma�er, has hope at its heart 



 Rose, Interrupted  by Patrice Lawrence 

 Being a teenager is hard enough, but it's even harder in a world you've never known 
 ... 

 Eighteen months ago, 17-year-old Rose and 13-year-old Rudder escaped a strict 
 religious sect with their mum. They are still trying to make sense of the world 
 outside - no more rules about clothes and books, films and music, no more 
 technology bans. But also no more friendship with the people they've known all 
 their lives, no community and no certainty. It doesn't help that their mum has to 
 work all hours to pay rent on their cramped, smelly, one-bed flat above a kebab shop 
 in Hackney. 

 While Rudder gorges on once-taboo Harry Po�ers and dances to Simon and 
 Garfunkel and show tunes, Rose swaps the ankle skirts and uncut hair of the 
 Woodford Pilgrims for Japanese-cute fairy dress and her new boyfriend, Kye. Kye, 
 who she wants with all her being. But there's loads of scary stuff about their new life 
 that Rose and Rudder have no idea how to handle - it's normal for girls to let their 
 boyfriends take naked pictures of them, right? 

 When Rudder accidently sets a devastating chain of events into action, Rose must 
 decide whether to sacrifice everything and go back to the life she hates, in order to 
 save the people she loves. 

 A story about coming of age, slap-bang in the middle of a strange new world. 

 The Crossing  by Manjeet Mann 

 A trailblazing new novel about two teenagers from opposite worlds;  The Crossing  is a 
 profound story of hope, grief, and the very real tragedies of the refugee crisis. 
 Natalie's world is falling apart. She's just lost her mum and her brother marches the 
 streets of Dover full of hate and anger. 

 Swimming is her only refuge. 

 Sammy has fled his home and family in Eritrea for the chance of a new life in 
 Europe. Every step he takes on his journey is a step into an unknown and 
 unwelcoming future. A twist of fate brings them together and gives them both hope. 
 But is hope enough to mend a broken world? 



 Bone Talk  by Candy Gourlay 

 Samkad lives in a tribe deep in the Philippine jungle at the end of the nineteenth 
 century, and has never encountered anyone from outside his own tribe before. He's 
 about to become a man, and while he's desperate to grow up, he's worried that this 
 will take him away from his best friend, Li�le Luki. However, Samkad's world is 
 about to change u�erly. A strange man with white skin arrives in his village, and 
 Samkad discovers the brother he never knew he had. A brother who tells him of 
 people called `Americans'. Americans who are bringing war, and burning, to 
 Samuel's home… 

 Hani and Ishu’s Guide to Fake Dating  by Adiba Jaigirdar 

 Hani and Ishu couldn't be less alike - and they definitely don't like each other. But 
 when fates collide and they pretend to date each other, things start to get messy... A 
 heart-warming queer YA love story for fans of Becky Albertalli. Everyone likes Hani 
 Khan - she's easy going and one of the most popular girls at school. But when she 
 comes out to her friends as bisexual, they don't believe her, claiming she can't be bi if 
 she's only dated guys. Panicked, Hani blurts out that she's in a relationship... with a 
 girl her friends can't stand - Ishu Dey. Ishu is the polar opposite of Hani. An 
 academic overachiever, she hopes that becoming head girl will set her on the right 
 track for university. Her only problem? Becoming head girl is a popularity contest 
 and Ishu is hardly popular. Pretending to date Hani is the only way she'll stand a 
 chance of being elected. Despite their mutually beneficial pact, they start developing 
 real feelings for each other. But some people will do anything to stop two Bengali 
 girls from achieving happily ever after. 

 Deeplight  by Frances Hardinge 

 The gods of the Myriad were as real as the coastlines and currents, and as merciless as the 
 winds and whirlpools. Now the gods are dead, but their remains are stirring beneath the 
 waves . . . 



 On the streets of the Island of Lady's Crave live 14-year-old urchins Hark and his 
 best friend Jelt. They are scavengers: diving for relics of the gods, desperate for 
 anything they can sell. But there is something dangerous in the deep waters of the 
 undersea, calling to someone brave enough to retrieve it. 

 When the waves try to claim Jelt, Hark will do anything to save him. Even if it means 
 compromising not just who Jelt is, but what he is . . . 

 The Ba�le of Cable Street  by Tanya Landman 

 Elsie witnesses the rise of antisemitic fascism in 1930s London in this gripping new 
 story from award-winning author Tanya Landman. 

 Life has always been tough on the streets of Stepney, where Elsie and her brother 
 Mikey are growing up in a vermin-infested slum nicknamed Paradise . But the rise 
 of antisemitic fascist Oswald Mosley and his Blackshirts in the 1930s stirs up trouble 
 between families who have lived closely together for years, and Elsie sees 
 friendships torn apart. 

 When Elsie and Mikey a�end a Mosley rally, intending to heckle and cause trouble, 
 they soon see how dangerous the situation has become, but out in the streets the 
 fascists find that people will stand and fight against them and against hatred in what 
 becomes the dramatic Ba�le of Cable Street. 

 The Gilded Ones  by Namina Forna 

 In this West African-inspired world, girls are outcasts by blood and warriors by 
 choice, perfect for fans of  Children of Blood and  Bone  and  Black Panther. 

 Sixteen-year-old Deka lives in Otera, a deeply patriarchal ancient kingdom, where a 
 woman's worth is tied to her purity, and she must bleed to prove it. But when Deka 
 bleeds gold - the colour of impurity, of a demon - she faces a consequence worse 
 than death. She is saved by a mysterious woman who tells Deka of her true nature: 
 she is an Alaki, a near-immortal with exceptional gifts. 

 The stranger offers her a choice: fight for the Emperor, with others just like her, or be 
 destroyed... 



 Fake  by Ele Fountain 

 In a digital world it's hard to know what's real. 

 Imagine a world where your only friends are virtual, and big tech companies control 
 access to food, healthcare and leisure. This is Jess's world. But when she turns 
 fourteen, Jess can go to school with other children for the first time. Most of them 
 hate the 'real' world, but Jess begins to question whether the digital world is 'perfect' 
 after all. 

 Back home, her sister Chloe's life-saving medication is ge�ing ever more expensive. 
 Determined to help, Jess risks everything by using skills forbidden in the 
 cyber-world, only to stumble on something explosive. Something that will turn her 
 whole world upside down. It's up to Jess to figure out exactly what is real, and what 
 is fake - Chloe's survival depends on it. 

 When Shadows Fall  by Sita Brahmachari 

 Kai, Orla and Zak grew up together, their days spent on the patch of wilderness in 
 between their homes, a small green space in a sprawling grey city. Music, laughter 
 and friendship bind them together and they have big plans for their future - until 
 Kai's family suffers a huge loss. Trying to cope with his own grief, as well as 
 watching it tear his family apart, Kai is drawn into a new and more dangerous 
 crowd, until his dreams for the future are a distant memory. Excluded from school 
 and retreating from his loved ones, it seems as though his path is set, his story 
 foretold. Orla, Zak and new classmate Om are determined to help him find his way 
 back. But are they too late? 

 A heart-breaking and poignant novel from award-winning author Sita Brahmachari, 
 for fans of  The Black Flamingo  ,  And the Stars Were Burning Brightly  and  Poet X. 

 Our Sister, Again  by Sophie Cameron 

 On a small island off the Sco�ish coast, Isla and her family are grieving the loss of 
 her older sister Flora, who died three years ago. Then they're offered the chance to be 



 part of a top-secret trial, which revives loved ones as fully lifelike AI robots using 
 their digital footprint. Isla has her doubts about Second Chances, but they evaporate 
 the moment the 'new' Flora arrives. 

 This girl is not some uncanny close likeness; she is Flora - a perfect replica. But not 
 everyone on their island feels the same. And as the threats to Flora mount, she grows 
 distant and more secretive. Will Isla be able to protect the new Flora and bring the 
 community back together? 

 Wheel of Surya  by Jamila Gavin 

 The dramatic first volume in the Surya Trilogy by Whitbread award-winning author 
 of Coram Boy, Jamila Gavin. India, August 1947: Fleeing from their burnt-out village 
 as civil war rages in the Punjab, Marvinder and Jaspal are separated from their 
 mother, Jhoti. Marvinder has already saved her brother's life once, but now they 
 both face a daily fight for survival. Together they escape across India and nearly 
 halfway around the world to England, to find a father they hardly know in a new, 
 hostile culture... A story touching on culture, class, faith and family set against the 
 backdrop of Indian independence and the Partition of India and Pakistan. No 
 children's books about India conveys these issues and themes with the effortless ease 
 of Jamila Gavin. 

 Onyeka and the Academy of the Sun  by Tola Okogwu 

 Black Panther meets Percy Jackson in this action-packed and empowering 
 middle-grade series about a British-Nigerian girl who learns that her Afro hair has 
 psychokinetic powers. 

 I close my eyes, trying to push the power bubbling in me back down . . . Hairbands snap as 
 my hair shoots out like superfine arrows, tearing through everything in its path. 

 Onyeka has a lot of hair – the kind that makes strangers stop in the street. She’s 
 always felt insecure about her vibrant curls, until she makes an important discovery: 
 she can control her hair with her mind! 

 Her mother quickly whisks her off to the Academy of the Sun, a school in Nigeria 
 where Solari – children with superpowers – are trained. But Onyeka and her new 



 friends at the Academy soon have to put their powers to the test as they find 
 themselves embroiled in a momentous ba�le between truth and lies . . . 

 The Drowning Day  by Anne Cassidy 

 When the floods come, truth rises to the surface. 

 It's 2052, a time when enormous floods can devastate the land at any moment. Jade 
 lives in the Wetlands, a place that will be devastated by the floods. Safety can be 
 found behind the walls of North-Hampton, but it's a town steeped in prejudice 
 against Wetlanders. 

 When the siren sounds the flood-warning, Jade and local boy, Bates, must join with 
 outcast Samson to head to North-Hampton. But the threesome are carrying secrets, 
 secrets that are even more dangerous than the impending floodwaters. 

 Hurricane Child  by Kacen Callender 

 Caroline Murphy is a Hurricane Child. Being born during a hurricane is unlucky, 
 and 12-year-old Caroline has had her share of bad luck lately. She's hated and 
 bullied by everyone in her small school on St. Thomas of the US Virgin Islands, a 
 spirit only she can see won't stop following her, and - worst of all - Caroline's mother 
 left home one day and never came back. But when a new student named Kalinda 
 arrives, Caroline's luck begins to turn around. Kalinda, a solemn girl from Barbados 
 with a special smile for everyone, becomes Caroline's first and only friend -- and the 
 person for whom Caroline has begun to develop a crush. Now, Caroline must find 
 the strength to confront her feelings for Kalinda, brave the spirit stalking her 
 through the islands, and face the reason her mother abandoned her. Together, 
 Caroline and Kalinda must set out in a hurricane to find Caroline's missing mother -- 
 before Caroline loses her forever. Perfect for fans of Boy At the Back of the Class, 
 Pocketful of Stars, and Rooftoppers. This arresting debut novel won the Stonewall 
 Book Award as well as the Lambda Literary Award. 



 For more book recommendations and reading lists, check out our school page on 
 Love Reading 4 Schools 

 Password:  CHSLovesReading 

https://www.lovereading4schools.co.uk/school/11959

