
 Year 7 Summer Reads 

 Here are fifteen fabulous books to escape into this summer holiday. Adventure 
 through the Himalayan mountains, live the life of a teenage female pirate in the 
 Caribbean, find first love and yourself or uncover the devastating truth about your 
 family. Read them all, I dare you! 

 All books are available to borrow from the LRC. 

 The Crossing  by Manjeet Mann 

 A trailblazing new novel about two teenagers from opposite worlds;  The Crossing  is a 
 profound story of hope, grief, and the very real tragedies of the refugee crisis. 
 Natalie's world is falling apart. She's just lost her mum and her brother marches the 
 streets of Dover full of hate and anger. 

 Swimming is her only refuge. 

 Sammy has fled his home and family in Eritrea for the chance of a new life in 
 Europe. Every step he takes on his journey is a step into an unknown and 
 unwelcoming future. A twist of fate brings them together and gives them both hope. 
 But is hope enough to mend a broken world? 

 Eight Pieces of Silva  by Patrice Lawrence 

 Becks is into girls but didn't come out because she was never in. She lives with her 
 mum, stepdad and eighteen-year-old Silva, her stepdad's daughter. Becks and Silva 
 are opposites, but bond over their mutual obsession with K-pop. When Becks' mum 
 and stepdad go on honeymoon to Japan, Becks and Silva are left alone. 



 Except, Silva disappears. Becks ventures into the forbidden territory of Silva's room 
 and finds the first of eight clues that help her discover her sister's secret life. 
 Meanwhile, Silva is on a journey. A journey to make someone love her. He says he 
 doesn't, but he's just joking. All she has to do is persuade him otherwise ... 

 A Monster Calls  by Patrick Ness 

 The bestselling novel about love, loss and hope from the twice Carnegie 
 Medal-winning Patrick Ness. 

 Conor has the same dream every night, ever since his mother first fell ill, ever since 
 she started the treatments that don't quite seem to be working. But tonight is 
 different. Tonight, when he wakes, there's a visitor at his window. It's ancient, 
 elemental, a force of nature. And it wants the most dangerous thing of all from 
 Conor. It wants the truth. Patrick Ness takes the final idea of the late, award-winning 
 writer Siobhan Dowd and weaves an extraordinary and heartbreaking tale of 
 mischief, healing and above all, the courage it takes to survive. 

 A Kind of Spark  by Elle McNicoll 

 A Kind of Spark  tells the story of 11-year-old Addie as she campaigns for a memorial 
 in memory of the witch trials that took place in her Sco�ish hometown. 

 Addie knows there's more to the story of these 'witches', just like there is more to 
 hers. Can Addie challenge how the people in her town see her, and her autism, and 
 make her voice heard? 

 A story about friendship, courage and self-belief, perfect for fans of  The Goldfish Boy. 

 The Henna Wars  by Adiba Jaigirdar 

 When Nishat comes out to her parents, they say she can be anyone she wants - as 
 long as she isn't herself. Because Muslim girls aren't lesbians. Nishat doesn't want to 
 lose her family, but she also doesn't want to hide who she is, which only gets harder 
 once Flavia walks into her life. Beautiful and charismatic, Flavia takes Nishat's 
 breath away. But as their lives become tangled, they're caught up in a rivalry that 
 gets in the way of any feelings they might have for each other. Can Nishat find a way 



 to be true to herself... and find love too? Adiba Jaigirdar is a stunning new voice in 
 young adult fiction, writing uplifting, authentic stories from a Bengali-Irish 
 perspective. 

 Boy, Everywhere  by A. M. Dassu 

 This debut middle-grade novel chronicles the harrowing journey taken by Sami and 
 his family from privilege to poverty, across countries and continents, from a 
 comfortable life in Damascus, via a smuggler's den in Turkey, to a prison in 
 Manchester. A story of survival, of family, of bravery ... 

 In a world where we are told to see refugees as the 'other', this story will remind 
 readers that 'they' are also 'us'. 

 Coming Up For Air  by Lou Abercrombie 

 When Coco moves to the seaside town where her mum grew up, she's excited to 
 make friends and find out more about the family her mum has kept from her. What 
 she doesn't expect is to be met with resentment from the community. Whatever 
 secrets her mum's hiding, they run deep. But Coco is determined and her love of 
 swimming and natural talent for freediving helps her start to break through with the 
 ocean-loving locals. Until disaster strikes at sea... 

 As history threatens to repeat itself, will Coco ever be able to undo the age-old rift? 

 A quirky coming-of-age story, perfect for fans of GEEK GIRL. 

 Truth or Dare  by Sophie McKenzie 

 When lies are everywhere, how far will you go for the truth? 

 A tense eco-drama with an explosive twist from the million-copy selling author of 
 Girl, Missing  . 

 Fourteen-year-old Maya cannot believe she has to spend the summer with her 
 grandmother, helping out at the family cosmetics firm. But things get much more 
 exciting when she meets a community of activists who are campaigning against the 
 dumping of chemical waste. Ge�ing closer to one boy in particular, Bear, Maya is 



 dared into joining one of their protest missions, but doesn't know that her 
 grandmother's business is the target. Someone has been lying about their 
 environmentally-friendly products, and as danger threatens, Maya must uncover the 
 truth or betray her family forever. 

 A Pocketful of Stars  by Aisha Bushby 

 This place is magic . . . but it's not the sort of magic that comes from wands and spells . . . 

 Can piecing together the past help you change the present? 

 Safiya and her mum have never seen eye to eye. Her mum doesn't understand 
 Safiya's love of gaming and Safiya doesn't think they have anything in common. As 
 Safiya struggles to fit in at school she wonders if her mum wishes she was more like 
 her confident best friend Elle. But then her mum falls into a coma and, when Safiya 
 waits by her bedside, she finds herself in a strange and magical world that looks a bit 
 like one of her games. And there's a rebellious teenage girl, with a secret, who looks 
 suspiciously familiar . . . 

 A Pocketful of Stars is a story about family, friendship and finding out who you are . 
 . . with a sprinkling of magic. 

 Kemosha of the Caribbean  by Alex Wheatle 

 Kemosha and her brother have lived their whole lives in slavery. 

 Sold away to work in lawless Port Royal, Kemosha takes her chance to escape brutal 
 treatment. With fortune on her side, Kemosha befriends Ravenhide, a man with a 
 mysterious past who teaches her the art of sword fighting, and introduces her to the 
 beautiful runaway Isabella. 

 Yet Kemosha's greatest test yet is upon the deck of the Satisfaction: the notorious 
 Captain Morgan's ship. His next adventure on the high seas could be the making of 
 Kemosha - and her one chance to earn enough pieces of eight to buy the freedom of 
 her brother. 



 Dragon Mountain  by Katie and Kevin Tsang 

 Deep within the mountain, a great creature stirred in its sleep. Its eyes rolled back in its head, 
 and its wings jerked wide open... 

 When 12-year-old Billy Chan finds out his parents are sending him to a summer 
 camp in middle-of-nowhere China he doesn't know what to expect. There he meets 
 fellow campers Dylan, Charlo�e and Ling-Fei and together they stumble upon an 
 age-old secret: four powerful warrior dragons, hidden deep within the mountain 
 behind the camp. They have been trapped since an epic ba�le with the Dragon of 
 Death and need the children's help to set them free before terrible evil is unleashed 
 on the earth. Billy and his friends must set off on a dangerous adventure that will 
 take them to the heart of the Dragon Realm. But can they save the dragon and 
 human worlds from destruction? 

 Dragon Mountain  is the first book in the Dragon Realm series by Katie and Kevin 
 Tsang 

 Magpie  by Eve Ainsworth 

 It has been a long time since Alice has felt safe. Because of him. Ross. But now she, 
 Mum and her li�le brother Henry have finally moved far away, where Ross will 
 never find them. 

 It's a fresh start, Mum says. This time, she is never going back. 

 Slowly Alice starts to build a life for herself, at a new school with new friends. But 
 she can't escape the feeling she is being watched. That he might be lurking, waiting 
 to ruin everything again. That Mum might be about to break her promise. That, just 
 when Alice is starting to feel safe, everything will be taken away from her. 

 Asha and the Spirit Bird  by Jasbinder Bilan 

 From debut author Jasbinder Bilan comes a thrilling adventure across contemporary 
 India, embroiled in mysticism and magic. Jasbinder’s first novel draws on the rich 
 heritage of her family history to create a story which celebrates cultural diversity, the 
 importance of family, and the strength of friendship. 



 Asha lives in the foothills of the Himalayas. Money is tight and she misses her papa 
 who works in the city. When he suddenly stops sending his wages, a ruthless 
 moneylender ransacks their home and her mother talks of leaving. From her den in 
 the mango tree, Asha makes a pact with her best friend, Jeevan, to find her father 
 and make things right. But the journey is dangerous: they must cross the world's 
 highest mountains and face hunger, tiredness - even snow leopards. And yet, Asha 
 has the unshakeable sense that the spirit bird of her grandmother - her nanijee - will 
 be watching over her. 

 Needle  by Patrice Lawrence 

 Award-winning author Patrice Lawrence explores the harsh reality of the criminal 
 justice system for young people in this riveting teen drama. 

 Charlene is a demon kni�er. It's the only thing she enjoys and the only thing she 
 believes she's really good at. So when her foster mum's son destroys her latest 
 creation, Charlene loses it and stabs him in the hand with her kni�ing needle. It 
 damages a nerve and she gets sucked into the criminal justice system for assault. 

 Charlene's not sorry and she's never apologised to anyone in her life. But people 
 keep telling her that if she says sorry, they'll go easier on her. Can she bring herself 
 to say it and not mean it when her freedom's at stake. 

 The Supreme Lie  by Geraldine McCaughrean 

 Multi award-winning author Geraldine McCaughrean has wri�en her most timely 
 and acutely prescient novel to date.  The Supreme Lie,  set in a world paralysed by 
 natural disaster and dangerous politics, tackles contemporary themes about 
 governments lying in the face of a disaster, how easily ordinary people can be 
 manipulated through fear and how the media can be controlled to suit those in 
 power. 

 Fifteen-year-old Gloria is maid to Afalia's tyrannical Head of State, Madame 
 Suprema. When the country is hit by unprecedented flooding, Madame Suprema 
 runs away, fearing she will be blamed for the crisis. To cover up this cowardly act, 
 Gloria is made to step into Madame Suprema's shoes and is thrust into a world of 



 corrupt and desperate politicians. As Gloria becomes aware of the forces toying with 
 her every move, she must take decisions that could save, or end, thousands of lives - 
 including her own... 


