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Dear Ivy Linkers,

Once again, I am looking forward to seeing many of  

you at the summer lunch with the chance to link faces  

to names.  

Our numbers have grown again this year and we are 

in touch with more and more of you by email which is 

wonderful. Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn are also fantastic 

ways of keeping in touch and of receiving instant responses 

and reactions. However, I must admit, I still really enjoy 

opening the many letters and cards which we receive 

each year (I call it fan mail!) and knowing that someone 

has taken the trouble to put pen to paper to keep in touch.

The school archives have really come to life this year as we 

begin preparations for our anniversary celebrations. It was 

wonderful to discover the amazing photograph we have 

chosen for the front cover of this year’s magazine and to 

imagine the lives of Miss Neligan 

and her first graduates. 

We also had great fun 

recreating the image for the 

back cover with Mrs Leonard 

and the Senior Prefects. So many 

diffferences between those two 

groups...and yet so much that 

links them together.

I feel very privileged to have the 

opportunity to be connected 

to so many inspiring women and to hear their stories and 

share their memories.  

With very best wishes

Karen Roe

Dear Friends and Alumnae,
Despite feeling it, I won’t 

say the obvious thing about 

finding it hard to believe that 

another year has flown by.  

I am sure you are all feeling 

it too!

Our refurbishment programme 

has continued, including re-

roofing the entire school which 

was very necessary since 

we were all sheltering under 

the original 1960’s roof! It has 

served us well but it was time for it to go. I appreciate the 

support of the GDST which makes it possible for us to carry 

out such major works, sending out a strong message that 

the school has a stable financial foundation in what are 

still difficult economic times.

In March we received a visit from the Independent 

Schools Inspectorate (ISI), who inspect and report 

on every Independent School in the country.  I am 

absolutely delighted with the outcome of the inspection, 

confirming my belief that Croydon High continues to be 

an outstanding school in every sense. I am also immensely 

grateful to all members of staff, parents and girls whose 

work and opinions were reviewed and which contributed 

to such a positive review. If you would like to read the 

report it can be found on our web site at http://www.

croydonhigh.gdst.net/Latest-News-Stories

Once again, it has been a year filled with great 

opportunities for the school to engage and re-engage 

with many of you in the Ivy Link community. And once 

again, the level of support and the volume of good wishes 

that have come our way has really been remarkable.  

I’m sure all GDST schools would probably say this, but I 

can’t help feeling that there is a unique spirit at Croydon 

High. This is shared by staff and parents – both current and 

past – as well as by our alumnae and of course our current 

girls. There seems to be a real desire to ‘give of one’s self’ 

and to support their school in any way they can.

As part of the forthcoming celebration of the 140th 

anniversary, we launched The 1874 Foundation in October 

2013 – a fundraising appeal which we hoped would echo 

the ethos of those who established our school. I have 

been heartened by the enthusiasm with which our aims 

have been supported so far and the generous pledges 

which have come in, many from girls who are just starting 

out on their careers. It is never easy to ask for financial 

support and I do understand there are many who would 

like to give but who are not currently in a position to do so.  

Support comes in many ways, not just financial and this 

year, friends and alumnae have given unselfishly of their 

time, supporting the girls at careers events and seminars, 

offering work experience and coming in to school to 

share their knowledge and insight on a wide variety of 

subjects and projects. It seems that whenever there is a 

need; there is a member of the school community who 

can answer that need and who – more importantly – is 

willing to do so. There are far too many individuals to thank 

personally so I send my heartfelt thanks to all those who 

have helped make this year such a successful one.

I am really looking forward to meeting many of you 

again (or indeed for the first time) at some special events 

during the academic year 2014-15.We hope to make this 

anniversary a true celebration of all for which Croydon 

High stands. 

My best wishes to you all for a happy and healthy summer.

Debbie Leonard
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Bridget Larman, one of our former Head Girls, left us to 
continue her education ‘across the pond’ …and she 

seems to be loving every minute of it. She was in touch 
recently and shared some of her thoughts on studying 
and living abroad.

How did you end up in the USA?

I left CHS in 2011. I now attend the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill (UNC), having been awarded 
a Morehead-Cain Scholarship. It was hard to leave my 
friends in the UK but this scholarship opportunity was too 
good to turn down.

My tuition, room and board are fully funded and I 
receive a grant each summer, allowing me to gain 
work experience anywhere in the world. So far I have 
volunteered in rural Thailand, conducted research into 
dengue fever at a medical school in Oregon and this 
summer will be working in a biochem start-up venture in 
Spain.  

What you are studying? Is it that different from 
the UK?

I’m majoring in Chemistry with minors in Spanish and 
Biology. The primary difference is that here I am in a four 
year programme and am free to explore a wide range of 
subjects for the first year before finally choosing my major. 
So in addition to my chemistry courses I’ve taken courses 
on Native American Traditions and the Geography of Latin 
America. 

But my focus of study is still Chemistry. I’m enjoying the 
advanced level courses, conducting independent 
research into the secondary and tertiary structure of RNA 
genomes and I also volunteer as a tutor in the Chemistry 
department. 

The other big difference is that the results in every course, 
from my very first day, count towards my final degree. I’m 
a little envious of my friends at UK universities who had a 
year to ‘settle in’ before they began to worry about aiming 
for a First!

But it’s not all about study. Sport is huge here at UNC. Our 
basketball team is nationally ranked and last month’s 
match against our arch rivals (Duke University) was 
attended by 22,000 passionate students, alumni and 
locals. Needless to say the university bars were also full 
as others watched the match on ESPN. I am delighted to 
report that UNC won 74 to 66. 

Is there anything you miss about the UK?

I receive regular shipments of Hobnobs, Cadbury’s Dairy 
Milk, Jazzles and Pombears. Actually with Skype and 
Facebook, I never feel that far from home and my CHS 
friends. 

What are your plans for the future?

I finish my degree next year and I’m just beginning to 
think about the next step. I’d like to focus on research into 
infectious diseases. An MD/PhD programme is appealing 
but is a long commitment. I’m also thinking of coming 
back to the UK to purse a Masters degree. Any views 
or advice from Ivy Link alumnae would be gratefully 
received.  

What have you learned? What advice do you 
have for others?

Don’t be afraid to do something different. It was hard 
to move so far away, but it has been worth it.  Being a 
‘foreigner’ with a European outlook has been interesting 
here in North Carolina. It’s challenged me to examine my 
assumptions and defend my views (and, at times, Chelsea 
Football Club and my country!).  

My advice? If you’ve recently finished university, consider 
going abroad for a Masters degree or work experience. 
For other Ivy Link alumnae, encourage your daughters, 
nieces or grand-daughters to study abroad. It doesn’t 
have to be for a full degree. Even a year or term abroad in 
another country is a huge learning curve and a fantastic 
experience.  

BRIDGET’S LETTER FROM AMERICA

Bridget enjoying the Basketball – one of a crowd of 22,000

Bridget (centre in red) recently welcomed some of her 
American friends to London for Spring Break
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We receive lots of emails letting us know how they are 
doing and occasionally asking for help or advice like this 
one, checking a German translation, from Olivia now 
reading German and Russian at Cambridge!  

Hi Frau Mester!

I hope you are well and had a great Christmas!

I’ve settled back well into the new term now, which seems 
to be going even faster than before!  I’m still rowing and 
doing some musical things, and still enjoying the course.   
I’ve attached the most recent translation we had to do.  
I’ve got a kind of informal German oral mock this week, 
which is a bit scary, but hopefully should be okay - I’m 
still watching my 2 mins of ZDF everyday so I can bring in 
examples from the German news!  

I also got ‘college married’ recently – it was a very 
exciting proposal; he got down on one knee in his tux, 
with a massive ring and romantic music playing in the 
background! (In every college there is a college family 
system.  So when you start as a Fresher, you are given 
college parents (usually parents are from 2nd year) so 
that they can help you at the beginning.  You also get a 
college sibling who shares the same parents.  Then you 
yourself get married so that you can also have Fresher 
children the next year.  The families can get quite large 
with grandparents and aunts and uncles and in-laws!)

I’ve attached 
a few photos of 
me rowing and 
one of me with 
Jess (Payn, Class of 2013 and also at Cambridge. More 
news from Jess to follow!).

Caroline Atkinson (Class 
of 2012) officially received 
her Gold DofE on Tuesday 
12 November 2013. It was 
a lovely day and she was 
incredibly lucky to have her 
presentation in the Throne 
Room – perhaps the most 
beautiful of rooms used. 
She got to speak briefly 
with the Duke of Edinburgh 
and the presentation was 
made by Jon Snow, the 
TV news presenter who 
gave an exceptionally 
interesting talk afterwards.  
One would have thought 

that the efforts of DofE would seem a long time ago, 
but apparently she told Jon Snow that  the memory of 
losing her hiking boot, in a bog somewhere in the Brecon 
Beacons, was still very fresh!  Caroline is now enjoying her 
second year at University College London reading French 
and Spanish but popped back to Croydon High recently 
to take part in the St Cecilia’s concert. Congratulations 
Caroline – from all of us.

Hi.

My name is Kate 
Forsyth and I left 
Croydon High as part 
of the Class of 2011. 
I’m in my third year at 
Bath University studying 
Spanish and Business. 
I´m on placement at 
the moment working 
for the British Chamber 

of Commerce in Santiago in Chile, I’ve attached a photo 
for you!

If anyone wants any University advice or help with 
anything about the whole process, or wants to know more 
about placements, just put them in touch with me.  

Hey!

Lovely to hear how 
CHS is getting on. I left 
in 2011 and I had the 
fantastic opportunity 
to go to Zambia for 
a month with my 
Bath Spa Education 
“girlies” (stolen phrase from Frau Mester) to teach in 
private, basic and community schools. Then I was lucky 
enough to organise a week in Livingstone, where I did the 
bungee jump off the Victoria Falls. It was amazing and I 
would recommend it to anyone!

Katie Horne (Class of 2011).

LIfe After SIxtH form – or once 
A croydon HIgH gIrL, ALWAyS A 
croydon HIgH gIrL

One of the unique aspects of our school is the relationship 
we continue to have with the girls after they leave.  

This is largely due to the really strong bonds which are formed 
during the two years in Sixth Form – between friends and 
between teachers and girls.

Caroline Atkinson Receives 
Gold Duke of Edinburgh 
Award at St. James’ Palace
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Hi.

I have just finished my first week of lectures. I am enjoying 
Roehampton and the tutors are really nice. I am so 
grateful for all of the help I received in sixth form from 
all the teachers and particularly Frau. I wouldn’t be at 
Roehampton without all of your help.  Thank you for always 
believing in me.

Emma Ward (Class of 2013).

Hi it’s Danielle Freeze 
here – Class of 2009. I 
graduated with a 2:1 in 
Law and Accounting 
and recently finished 
my professional LPC 
year at the Oxford 
Institute of Legal 
Practice and gained a Distinction. I left the National ski 
team last July,  but still love the sport and returned to 
the British Championships this year and won.! Am now 
searching for a training contract but going to do a ski 
season in either Japan or Vail, where I have been offered 
positions as an instructor and coach for their race teams.

Hi, Rupal Patel here from the Class of 2010.

It’s nice to hear from Croydon High. After graduating from 
the University of Nottingham with a First in Economics and 
International Economics I have just started work at the 
Bank of England. All is going well so far although it’s difficult 
to adjust to working life after an unforgettable three years 
at University. 

Please keep me informed of any reunions especially one 
for the class of 2010! 

Hi from Amy Legister  
(Class of 2013).

Here is a picture of me at my 
university desk in my new room!

I’m doing Medicine at the 
University of Leicester and 
loving it :) The work is intense 
but it’s worth it!

Wish me luck…

Hello, 

I’m in Leeds staying in 
James Baillie Park. The 
accommodation is really nice 
and the people are really 
friendly. However, it is a 20 
minute walk from the uni! 

Here’s a picture of me and 
Gemma Hallett.  

Daisy Beaven (Class of 2013).

Jess Payn left Croydon High in 2013 to read English at 
Cambridge. Knowing Jess, she will absolutely hate us for 
this but we can’t resist sharing some wonderful feedback 
she has had in her first year. Well done Jess!

Hello! 

Yes, Cambridge is a bit stressful but enjoying it nonetheless.  
Eek, yes one of my essays last term received some quite 
positive feedback (and my Dad, forever fulfilling his role as 
embarrassing parent, emailed the comment to Frau Mester!). 

The essay was on Donne, as part of the term’s work on the 
Renaissance paper. Title: ‘Donne is a poet of process and 
not of conviction, a seeker and not a finder; his poetry is 
defined not by ends but by means, not by arguments but 
by argumentation. Discuss.’ 

My supervisor seemed to really like what I wrote – still not 
sure why! Came as a complete surprise to me, although 
I was chuffed nonetheless. We had the supervision and 
he didn’t seem to want to discuss my essay - we just 
meandered about, considering things my supervision 
partner had written, but then at the end he gave it back 
saying, ‘an outstanding essay’!

My end of term report was also quite positive – got 
predicted a First and still can’t quite believe it! Doing well 
at Cambridge – gaaah!! 

I still think very fondly of Croydon High – don’t think  
I would have ever got this far without my time there! 

Hope all is going well! I’m sure it is.  Best wishes, Jess 

Hello!

I’m Laura-Jane and I 
left CHS in 2009. The 
highlight of my 6th 
form experience was 
going on the netball 
tour to South Africa. I 
then took a gap year 

and worked in a school in India. After this unforgettable 
experience I studied Midwifery at The University of Leeds. I 
have just graduated with a 2.1. I will start work this coming 
November at St James’ Hospital, Leeds, which I’m very 
excited about and can’t wait to embark on my career. 
I would thoroughly recommend Leeds University and 
this career choice as it is certainly rewarding and such 
a privilege. I had the opportunity to take an elective in 
my final year and chose to work in Tanzania, E Africa. An 
inspiring and empowering experience!

I believe CHS equipped me with the confidence and 
ability to achieve my dreams. 
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REUNIONS

Everyone keeps in touch with a few of their old 
school friends – but it would be unlikely with maybe 
105 pupils all going their separate ways that one 
could do so on a large scale.

So with the approach of our mutual 50th birthdays, 
Susan Ann Dowle decided that it was time to “find” 
each other again. Not an easy job, with no records 
(or email lists in those days!) – so we set about a 
major detective project to locate our Old Girls from 
1949 to 1956. Luckily many parents were still in the 
area, people were in touch – and those were in 
touch with others who were in touch. Something like 
91 out of 105 of us were located and contacted. 
Resumés of our lives during the past 32 years were 
collected into a book, so that our experiences 
could be shared.

Our first reunion took place at the new school at 
Selsdon in 1988 – it was a resounding success and 
led to annual mini-reunion lunches at the Cavendish 
Club in London. Groups were formed where friends 
went on outings and trips to places of special 
interest during the year.

It was agreed that the second Grand Reunion 
should be held in 1993 – another mailing resulted 
in an updated book, and on this occasion 33 Old 
Croydonians of 49-56 gathered together at the 
Cavendish Club.

The 60th Birthday Reunion brought together 40 
class friends, five from overseas, and one ex-staff 
member. A Bumper Book was produced with a lot 
of interesting information and experiences. The 
annual lunches continued for those who could get 
to London.

75th Birthdays arrived – perhaps this may be the last 
Grand Reunion? So it was a bumper attendance, 
and certainly a bumper updated Reunion book. 
How fascinating to hear how everyone’s lives had 
turned out, and to have the opportunity to see and 
talk to each other again. 

Such memories and reminiscences – perhaps  
when we are 80 we can do it again – who knows?  
But we wouldn’t have missed the reunions for  
the world!

Margaret Redding (Smith) 1956

The Class of 1968 held their 5-yearly reunion on August 
31st 2013. Once again we were indebted to the 
hospitality of Sue Jackson (Collings) at her beautiful 
house and garden in Surrey, and we were,as ever, blessed 
with beautiful weather.  

We have been holding these gatherings since 1993, when 
over 40 of us first met up at the School Lunch.  They are 
always such happy and fruitful occasions, with many new 
connections being made; over those 20 years we have 
moved from “snail mail”, through the many developments 

in technology and we can now connect in a variety of ways, particularly on Facebook. How good it is  to be still 
sharing news and details of our day-to-day lives, as well as sharing our history; many of us started at CHS at the 
age of 5 or 7 years old.  

We still love to look at the photos and mementoes from those days, and also to have news of those who could 
not be with us through other commitments. We all seem to be defying age and enjoying life to the full. We 
remembered some of our number who we have lost, who will never be forgotten.

A decision was made during the day to meet up more often, so we shall hope to be booking a table at the Ivy 
Link Lunch in June 2014  to share our memories and history with other year groups. How lucky we are to have 
that history and to be able to celebrate such long-standing friendships.

Di Clarke (Singleton) 1968

Although there are an increasing number of reunions taking place at school, we are always 
delighted to hear of those that are organised independently by year groups. And we 

always love to see the photos, so please do send them to us!

Here are some of the reunion stories from this year…
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2013 IVY LINK LUNCH – A REALLY WONDERFUL OCCASION

On Saturday 8th June 2013, almost 150 
friends of the school, including old girls, 

ex-staff and one former Head, came together to 
celebrate their common bond – Croydon High 
School. From Pimms on arrival at noon, until we 
waved goodbye to the last hardy few around 
4.30pm, the atmosphere was warm and full of 
laughter, reminiscences and good cheer. The 
ladies congregated in the Lower Dining room 
and enjoyed a browse through a selection of our 
archive material relevant to their year groups. 
They then moved in to the main Hall, where 
beautifully laid tables awaited and they took their 
places to some lovely piano accompaniment 
provided by Marketing Prefect, Katie Tomsett.

In their first official function in their new roles, the 

Senior Prefect team were outstanding: greeting 

guests, mingling with all ages and then assisting 

with the serving of the lunch. Everyone seemed 

to enjoy the delicious meal and particularly the 

platters of enticing desserts presented with tea 

and coffee. Wine, juice and conversation flowed 

freely. A projected slide show of photographs 

of the school and pupils over the years caused 

great interest and the inevitable shrieks of 

embarrassment! 

Mrs Leonard then addressed the group, expressing 

her pleasure at seeing so many there and 

particularly welcoming Pauline Davies, Head 

at Croydon High between 1990 and 1997. She 

talked about her pride in the achievements of 

the girls and asked each of the prefects standing 

with her to introduce themselves and say a little 

about their hopes for the future. Mrs Leonard 

then spoke about all the exciting developments 

in the school and also shared her hopes and 

plans for the future. Her words were extremely 

well received. Head of History, Colin Divall then 

spoke, passionately as always, about his plans to 

develop a bespoke History curriculum for next 

year’s Year 7 which will teach the girls world history 

as it relates to the history of the school. Mr Divall 

explained that we are in a unique position to be 

able to do this, with our archives rich in resources 

and material which he hopes will really make 

the subject live. He appealed for help; asking 

anyone who has any archive material of their own 

to allow us to copy it and if any of those present 

would like to be involved in talking to the girls 

about their own experiences. There was a great 

response to this with offers of help coming forward 

immediately and no doubt more to come.

The prefects were then on hand to take guided 

tours around the school. For many it was their first visit 

to the site, being Wellesley Road girls, and for others 

it was a chance to see their old form rooms again 

and at last see what the staff room looked like!

We received many messages of thanks and 

appreciation including this from Christine 

Wickham (Parr) 1964, who wrote to say “It was a 

brilliant event…and I think those who attended 

from our year for the first time would happily 

repeat the experience. The welcome was great, 

the food was excellent and the organisation 

faultless…”

Many others wrote to say how impressed they 

were with the staff, the organisation but mostly by 

the girls. They are Croydon High!
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In December, we were delighted to 
welcome back  girls from our ‘Class 

of 2013’ to enjoy hot chocolate, 
cupcakes and a good catch up 
following their first term out in the 
world. We hope that they will stay in 
touch and continue to let us know 
how they are getting on. 

Once a Croydon High girl…always  
a Croydon High girl!

On Saturday 26th April, we were delighted to host the inaugural 
Croydon High Ivy Link Netball Challenge at the school. 

Alumnae from various years came 
together, competing against our 
current A Team in an exciting 
afternoon where plenty of netball 
skills were still very much in evidence. 
With ages ranging from 19 -59    (and 
our most senior player winning the 
Player of the Day award) it just 
showed that if you learn something 
well, it will be with you for life!

Many of the girls were delighted to meet up with their former PE teacher, 
Liz Robertson, who was at the school from 1967 to 2001 and who obviously 
meant so much to them. It was lovely to see the girls reuniting with 
classmates and teachers and in some cases introducing their own children 
and showing them where Mummy went to school. Parents of past students joined us too and some said how they 
found it quite emotional to be back on the netball courts cheering their daughters on!  

The school are delighted to report that the current A Team ( who called themselves Team Leonard) were the 
overall winners on the day and team captain Emily Beck received the Ivy Link Netball Trophy.

We are looking forward to next year’s event already – when this year’s A Team will be old girls themselves! 

On Thursday May 1st, Mrs Leonard hosted her annual afternoon tea for senior alumnae and friends of the 
school. This event is always eagerly anticipated by our staff and the sixth form girls who also attend. In fact, it 

is always the first event of their year in office, for the newly appointed Prefect team and is a great  introduction to 
their new responsibilities. As ever, they rose to the occasion.

Thirty guests, “of a certain age“ (and we are not saying what age that is!) who still live reasonably close to the 
school  and  have strong connections  either 
as alumnae or former staff, arrived promptly 
at 3pm. They spent  a delightful couple of 
hours reacquainting themselves with old 
friends and classmates, sharing memories 
and sampling a really delicious traditional 
afternoon tea. The Prefects mingled and 
found themselves engrossed in tales of 
Croydon High in bygone days and there was 
a really happy and convivial atmosphere.

HOT CHOCOLATE AND CUPCAKES FOR THE CLASS OF 2013 

“OLD” NETBALLERS STILL AIM HIGH!

MAY DAY AFTERNOON TEA WITH THE HEAD
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Dr Barbara Knowles 
(1979), was 

awarded an MBE 
in the 2014 New 
Year honours list ‘For 
services to Science 
Communication and 
the Environment’. 

Barbara is a senior 
science policy adviser 
to the Society of 
Biology, where she uses 
her skills in both policy 
and communication. 
Her main professional 

interest is communicating science to non-
specialists. Previous jobs include assistant director, 
Science in Society, at the Office of Science and 
Technology; and deputy head of communications 
at the Natural Environment Research Council. As 
a researcher at the University of Cambridge, she 
investigated how a family of biological insecticides 
works.

She spends the rest of her time supporting projects 
on meadow ecology, rural development and 
traditional agriculture in Transylvania. Dr Mark 
Downs, chief executive of the Society of Biology, 

said: “Barbara has used great skill and knowledge 
alongside incredible drive and determination to 
make a difference to sustainable development, 
inspiring others to take up the challenge.

In 2008 Barbara was diagnosed with motor neurone 
disease, an incurable condition. She is now unable 
to move and will soon lose the ability to speak. 
Despite this, Barbara has maintained her ‘glass 
half full philosophy to life’ to quote one of her 
colleagues at the Society of Biology.

Barbara says, “I’m really lucky to be able to do 
both jobs with fantastic colleagues in London and 
Romania despite being increasingly disabled with 
motor neurone disease. A combination of computer 
technology, an off-road wheelchair and supportive 
friends and carers makes it possible to enjoy life, 
by doing interesting work which I believe to be 
important and valuable.”

Dr Laura Bellingan, director of science policy at the 
Society of Biology, said: “As well as being a great 
person, Barbara’s clarity of vision is outstanding. 
She has the ability to see through to the essence 
of complex issues and distil a compelling tale of 
discovery or of a solution.”

Congratulations to both Fionna and Barbara from 
the whole of the Croydon High community.

Dr Fionna Moore (1968) is 
Medical Director of the 

London Ambulance Service 
and was awarded  an MBE 
in the Queen’s Birthday 
Honours, for services to 
the NHS and emergency 
services. 

Fionna has worked for the 
London Ambulance Service 

for 15 years but has over 25 years’ experience as a 
consultant in emergency medicine. London’s first 
clinical director for trauma, Fionna was responsible 
for implementing the capital’s specialist trauma 
network where ambulance staff take patients 
suffering severe injuries directly to one of four major 
trauma centres. Fionna , is a consultant at Charing 
Cross Hospital and an honorary consultant with 
London’s Air Ambulance.  Previously she worked as 
a consultant in emergency medicine at University 
College and John Radcliffe Hospitals. She also works 
as a British Association for Immediate Care (BASICS) 

doctor, trained to provide medical support at the 
scene of an accident or major medical emergency.  

Fionna was nominated by school friend Elizabeth 
Turek, who recalls, “Fionna was utterly determined 
to pursue a career in medicine.   I remember her 
single-mindedness about becoming a doctor in 
a challenging field and have been impressed 
(although not surprised) to learn that she has done 
that and more. “Fionna herself has said how proud 
she is to be involved in London’s trauma network, 
which has seen many lives saved as a direct result 
of taking patients to specialist centres. At the time of 
the London 7/7 bombings, Fionna was responsible 
for training at the London Ambulance Service and 
gave evidence at the Coroner’s Inquest. Amongst 
many other things, Fionna  volunteers as a HEMS 
(Helicopter Emergency Medical Service Doctor) 
contributing directly to this life saving work.The 
Ambulance Service’s Chief Executive Ann Radmore 
says “Fionna has given so much to our organisation, 
London’s healthcare and the NHS and her MBE is 
very well deserved.

The annual GDST Alumna of the Year competition always spotlights achievements that might otherwise go 
unheralded. Croydon High is always very well represented in the competition and although our nominees did 
not make the short list this year, we understand it was a very close run thing. We wanted to celebrate them 
anyway and so are delighted to present to you:

Croydon High School’s nominations for Alumna of the Year 2014

Dr Barbara Knowles with Elfi 
and Frank Knowles and Rodics 
Gergely at Buckingham Palace
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We were delighted to welcome Colin Sandison-Smith, 

great-nephew of former Head, Margaret Adams and 

his family to the school this year.   

Miss Adams was Head of Croydon High from 1939 to 1960 

and is someone who is very fondly remembered by alumnae 

of a certain vintage.  It was fascinating to learn more about 

Miss Adams from her family and following the visit we asked 

Colin to record some of his memories so that we could share 

them with you all.

Dr Margaret Adams, OBE, MA, LLD (Glasgow), 
Officier d’Academie

My great aunt Margaret (1895 – 1983) passed away 30 

years ago last November and it was with this in mind that I 

decided, out of curiosity and because the school played 

such a significant part in my aunt’s life, to visit the Croydon 

High School web-site. On doing so, I was delighted to see a 

picture of my great aunt on the front cover of the Ivy Link 

Magazine, as well as some very appreciative words from the 

Headmistress, Mrs Leonard. This prompted me to get in touch 

to arrange a visit to the school. I very much wanted to see 

the fine portrait of my aunt by Edward Halliday as well as to 

give my youngest daughter, Maya, some insight into what a 

great lady she was.

My last visit to CHS was on the occasion of the memorial 

service for my aunt led by the then-Headmistress, Miss Mark. 

I was, at that time, in my early 20s and had just moved down 

to London to start work as a trainee accountant. I was 

privileged to meet so many people connected with my aunt 

and to hear the many glowing tributes which were paid on 

that day. I had visited her on several occasions during her retirement at her home in Hove, but it is mainly the memory of her 

frequent visits to our family in Scotland that I most treasure.

I grew up in my aunt’s home town of Saltcoats in Ayrshire. I attended the same school as my aunt and went on to study French 

and German at Glasgow University (where my aunt studied French and Latin). That I was passionate about Modern Languages 

and internationalism as well as following her into education eventually as a teacher, I put down in no small measure to her 

influence during my youth as I was born in 1960 around the time Dr Adams retired as Headmistress of CHS. She was already a 

very accomplished lady and I was very aware of her many achievements. As a young boy I was particularly impressed by all 

her world tours, in her capacity as an educational speaker for the British Council and as an Honorary Member of the Soroptimist 

Society. In total she toured four times around the world: in 1949/1950, 

1961/1962 and again in 1968 and 1974. As a boy I was fascinated 

by all the places she visited (the USA, Australia, Burma, Sri Lanka, East 

Africa, Egypt, Fiji, Greece, India, Jamaica, Japan, Mexico, Singapore, 

the Sudan, Thailand, Turkey, Nepal and most notably China and the 

USSR). My aunt would keep all her nephews and nieces regularly 

updated about her travels by sending us all a frequent stream of 

postcards. I still have many of those postcards to this day because 

they inspired me so much as I followed her travels around the world. 

I think that one of the most admirable of my aunt’s traits was that, 

despite all her time-consuming engagements and commitments, 

she always had time for family. She never forgot our birthdays and 

always made a point of coming to visit her family in Scotland twice 

a year. There were three branches of the family descended from 

each of Aunt Margaret’s brothers: James Adams, my grandfather, 

REMEMBERING GREAT AUNT MARGARET

Colin Sandison-Smith with daughter Maya – the strong family 
resemblance was very clear!

At the Pioneers’ Palace, China 1961.
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in Ayrshire, William Adams, a doctor in Glasgow, and Andrew 

Adams, a merchant in Edinburgh, whose daughter is the mother 

of the Scotland rugby legends, Gavin and Scott Hastings. She 

would come and stay for a few days with each family during the 

Christmas and summer holidays and I always remember the great 

anticipation prompted by her visits, especially as she would always 

bring a small gift from somewhere exotic!   I loved hearing her talk 

about her travels and remember hearing, on numerous occasions 

about visits to her “old girls” all over the world. She would often tell 

us about the great things her girls were doing and would recount 

many tales from her time as a Headmistress at Croydon High 

School. She was clearly very proud of her old school and the many 

achievements of her girls. This is one of my most abiding memories 

of her.

She was certainly quite a formidable lady and it felt like one was 

receiving a visit from royalty when she came to call, or at least 

that’s the impression I had growing up as a young boy; I remember 

we used to think she was very ‘posh’ because she always drank her tea –Ceylon tea – with a slice of lemon. On the other 

hand, she was a very warm and generous person who took a great interest in people, her family especially. I always enjoyed 

talking to her and never felt inhibited by her. She had a great way of sharing in everything and making one feel valued. 

Another thing that I admired about her was her wisdom and generosity and enlightened thinking. She was a true Liberal. 

Of course she greatly supported women’s education and the advancement of women but I would never describe her as 

a “feminist” in the clichéd, political sense of the word. She was really a great humanitarian first and foremost. This may stem 

from the fact that she was the daughter and grand-daughter of ministers of the Church of Scotland. She must have grown 

up in an environment that placed a lot of emphasis on moral, social and educational values. I think she was a product of 

her age, at the turn of the 20th century when Liberal reforms were on the agenda and women were finding their place in 

society and the world. The fact that my aunt was the first President of the Soroptimist Society of Great Britain and Northern 

Ireland,  an international society of professional and business women, comes as no surprise and typifies the importance 

she placed on promoting women in the world of work and in advancing international peace and co-operation through 

education and business.

In 1962, my aunt was awarded an Honorary Degree of Doctor of Laws from Glasgow University. The presentation speech 

makes very interesting reading particularly with its reference to her work as Headmistress at Croydon High and her methods 

of fitting the curriculum to the child. One section in particular reads “ One young musician of the school, whom the critics 

already acclaim as of international rank at 17, reported in a newspaper interview her pleased surprise and gratitude at 

being allowed by the school authorities to drop needlework to concentrate on her music. “ It was very enlightened of them”, 

said the young lady to the press. It was, of course, but one aspect of Miss Adams in action.”

And the young musician? It was Jacqueline du Pré.

Margaret Adams was a great lady and I feel honoured to have known her. She 

was certainly a strong influence on me as a young person and a great role 

model. She is fondly remembered by all  

of the family and I was so pleased to visit CHS last November  

with my wife and daughter and learn that my aunt is also  

warmly remembered and respected there. 

We were greatly impressed by the Year 7 history programme devised by Mr Divall, 

the Head of History, which pays tribute to Margaret Adams and her great effort 

to secure the safety of the school and the girls during the evacuation of WW2. 

I was very moved at how well the school has maintained its archives and brought 

them alive for the education and benefit of current girls and I am sure that her 

example will continue to inspire many more in the years to come. 

colin Sandison-Smith, April 2014

PS Colin also unearthed this wonderfully happy image of Miss Adams and her successor Miss Cameron. We would love to 
know what the occasion was. Answers on a postcard (or email) to Ivy Link please!

Margaret Adams at the award of her LLD doctorate 
Glasgow University 1962
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As was shown by the previous article by 
Colin Sandison-Smith… 

The last Ivy Link magazine certainly sparked some 
memories for our alumnae and it has been lovely to hear 
from them as they get in touch to re-connect and recount 
stories from their schooldays. 

Margery Swinton who was at Croydon High between 
1950 and 1961, contacted us to say that the school’s 80th 
birthday cake, which was shown in that wonderful picture 
in the last magazine, was baked by her mother! 

the visit of the duchess of gloucester to croydon 
High School, may 1954

I was in Junior IV, the top junior class in the Homestead, 
when CHS was on the Wellesley Road site. Nowadays 

this class is known as year 6. We had been told that the 
Duchess of Gloucester would be visiting the school as 
part of the eightieth birthday celebrations. Letters went 
home requesting help in any capacity with the big day 
and we girls all learned to curtsy in the proper manner.  
We practised holding our dresses at the sides, then with 
right foot out to the right side and behind the left foot as 
we bent our knees with heads slightly bent forward.

My mother offered to make the special birthday cake.  
She was neither a trained baker nor a chef, - she had 
been a theatre sister in a hospital before her marriage.  
However, she was an outstanding cook and self-taught at 
cake decoration. Mum was never happier than when she 
was baking, cooking or sewing.  She was a very creative 
person, full of ideas and never afraid to experiment.  I think 
she saw the cake as a real challenge.  Her plan was to 
create a three tier square cake, with a marzipan figure 
on each side at the bottom, dressed in the four different 
uniforms that had been worn in the school over those 

80 years.  In addition to this cake she made two others.  
These were round and one had icing sugar flowers for 
decoration and was raffled.  The other iced cake was for 
the staff.  The bottom square was too big for our oven as 
it was almost two feet square and had to be baked in 
the Mayday hospital oven!  (My father was the surgeon 
superintendent at Mayday and we lived in a house in the 
hospital grounds so presumably that did not create too 
big a problem!)

I do not remember seeing 
the finished, assembled cake, 
neither at home nor at school, 
so it was a real pleasure to see 
the photograph in The Ivy Link.   

The photograph of the 
Duchess meeting some of 
the junior school pupils, shows 
clearly what our summer 
uniform looked like back in 
the old days. We wore striped 
frocks or dresses, in the in green, blue, red or pink. They 
had a small short sleeve with a white collar and cuffs and 
buttons down the front. White ankle socks and ‘indoor’ 
brown T strap sandals, usually Clarks Birthday model. Most 
girls also wore a shoulder strap purse, in which one kept 
bus fares and money to buy Horlicks tablets at playtime.  
At the back of the purse was a window for train tickets 
as many pupils came into Croydon from Purley, Redhill, 
Reigate and other areas around Croydon. They came  
into East Croydon station and would then walk round to 
the school.  

On top of the dresses we wore a navy cardigan or the 
navy V- neck pullover with the green and white stripes 
around the ‘V’. The navy school blazer with the ivy leaf 

badge on the top- left pocket 
completed the summer uniform, 
along with a panama hat and 
the obligatory white band around 
it and a metal ivy leaf badge 
attached at the front.  The white 
band had to be kept clean.  No 
dirty bands were acceptable.

Summer uniform was worn during 
the summer term and could be 
worn in the Autumn term up to half 

term, which was around Guy Fawkes time. After this winter 
uniform had to be worn.

Winter uniform at junior school was a navy gymslip, white 
long sleeve blouse, ivy green school tie with a navy 
cardigan or V neck pullover, knee length fawn socks and 
those brown sandals. Outdoor shoes were worn to travel to 
and from school, these were usually Clarks Startrite lace up 
shoes and again they were brown. Winter hats were navy, 
velour hats with a brim and again the y white hatband 
with the ivy leaf badge. Over all this, we wore navy 
gabardine rain coats or thicker weight navy  
coats, buttoning down the front, with or without a belt  
and buckle. 

MEMORIES OF THE WAY WE WERE

Margery in 1953
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Edna Riley (West) was a “scholarship” pupil at Croydon High 
from 1938-1943. She wrote to us with a fascinating account 

of her childhood and her experience of Croydon High and the 
impact it was to have on her life. We wanted to share excerpts of 
that story which will strike chords of memory with some, but also 
shows us all the power of education.  

My mother worked as a mothers’ help to a lady who became 
my influential godmother.   My father was a porter with the 
Southern Railway where he remained all his life.  My mother also 
worked part time as a cleaner.  This was my background.

I attended Beulah Rowe Junior School in Thornton Heath and 
was a keen Brownie and Girl Guide. My mother put Croydon 
High as our first choice for a scholarship, although my 
godmother thought I would get ideas “above my station”.  I was 
overjoyed to pass.  I remember meeting my friend, Gwen Farley 
on the way to school.  She said proudly, “I’ve passed for Croydon 
High” and I replied “so have I”.  She was not pleased!  We were 
the only two from the school. My scholarship was funded by the 
County Borough.  

At Beulah Rowe School, class numbers were between 41 and 50 
and I was always either 1st or 3rd in exam position, only once 
sinking to sixth.  Sadly such success was never to be repeated.  
CHS standards were so much higher and the competition 
strong and also the confidence of the other girls.  I had a 
clothing grant from the Council but even so, my mother found 
the uniform list daunting; gym slip, two sorts of blouse, blazer, 
horse shoes, gym shoes, games shoes, hat and enamelled Ivy 
Leaf badge.  The latter cost five shillings, a great deal of money, 
but I was very proud of it.  My mother made what uniform she 
could but I used to look at the displays of CHS uniform in the 
department store windows and knew how inferior mine looked.  
My blazer had the badge sewn on and not part of the pocket.  I 
felt ashamed to find myself critical of mum’s effort but longed to 
look like everyone else.  The war brought clothing coupons and 
eventually second hand uniform and in later years I was thrilled 
to own a tunic with a zip pockets and one day my Geography 
mistress stopped me in the corridor and gave me a blazer.

My second term was marred by getting three detentions for 
science.  Each time I drew the diagram more beautifully than 
before but no explanation was given.  At the third I cried in the 
classroom and Form Mistress, Miss Crompton, rescued me and 
took the book.  I do not know to this day what was wrong!  The 
science mistress left when the war began.  Much rejoicing!  

I enjoyed learning but found languages difficult.   Scholarship 
girls had compulsory elocution (hopefully removing all 
cockney accents!) which rather marked us out.  The school was 
always clean and polished and I admired and still remember 
reproductions of paintings in the corridor, especially a Cornish 

bathing scene by Dame Laura Knight.   I was cautious about 
games, declining hockey because I did not have a stick and 
was thankful that you did not have to have your own bat for 
cricket.     

Socially, too, I had to be careful.  We had table napkins at 
school and dessert forks as well as spoons.  If I requested these 
at home my father became angry, fearful that I would grow 
away from them. There were ‘faux pas’ at school.  One day for 
lunch I brought a grapefruit and was laughed at for peeling it 
like an orange. ”Oh, we always have ours like this”, I said to hide 
my embarrassment.

In the autumn of 1940, we were not allowed to use the school 
building and had lessons by post or very occasionally a teacher 
visit. I did not always understand the work and with parents who 
could not help me, I allowed some subjects to lapse.  I was not 
evacuated – I think mum was afraid of hidden expense.   

My friend Beryl King lived in Purley and I sometimes visited her 
but she never came to my home.  She said her father, a bank 
manager, wished she had made a different friend, not one 
whose father was a railway porter, saying what was he paying 
fees for? We were very both keen on ‘farming days’ at a farm in 
Reigate where we planted potatoes and hoed crops. Nearer to 
home, we planted potatoes in Lloyds Park and also enjoyed two 
farming holidays.  Money earned paid for fares and any leftover 
went to the Red Cross. We also cultivated part of the school 
playing fields for vegetables.   

I had a little success academically, coming third in a national 
essay competition in aid of China.  The subject was, “A day 
in the life of a Chinese child”.  (I was always keen on any 
competition which brought a money prize, as I was always 
longing for a bicycle). The BBC got in touch to have permission 
to broadcast it and I was thrilled to hear it read and announced 
on “Programme Parade” on the day it was broadcast.  I was 
actually being pointed out in the cloakroom!

After an enjoyable term in the sixth form, my godmother advised 
I should leave school, offering to pay for me to take a course 
at a Farm Institute on a farm in Suffolk. Extreme home sickness 
meant the plan collapsed, so in 1944 I was unable to return 
to beloved school and had no job. I entered the Civil Service, 
worked at the War Office for two years, then my farming feet got 
itchy and on a whim I joined the women’s Land Army.

Marriage to a market gardener, a move to Gloucestershire and 
the birth of two children changed my life completely.  When 
the children were 9 and 7, I received a small grant to go to the 
local College of Education.   After 3 years, I gained my teaching 
certificate, staying for another year for the BEd degree.  It was a 
most enjoyable time and renewed my love of learning.  I taught 
for 17 years, first as a classroom teacher, then a Deputy Head 
and for the final five years as an advisory teacher for Primary 
Science. Perhaps the school can be proud of me after all!  

Now at 87, I am learning Latin and finding it just as difficult in the 
Lower Fourth!

After retirement, I sat for O’ Level Geology achieving an A grade 
then took two OU courses.  I ran a wildlife watch group until I was 
70, volunteered for the Gloucester Wildlife Trust, serving on their 
Education Committee and became a Town Councillor.

I like to think that the grounding of service to the community 
encouraged at CHS and at Guides was influential in my later 
years. I also hope girls will appreciate that learning need never 
stop.

Edna Riley, Feb 2014.

EDNA WEST: MEMORIES OF A ‘SCHOLARSHIP GIRL’

SUMMER TERM 1940, Miss Horan’s class – Edna is far right, 
kneeling in the second row.
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Alumnae join us for some memorable occasions

What a wonderful evening we enjoyed as girls and parents, guests, staff and 

governors came together to celebrate GCSE and A Level successes.  

We welcomed back Farrah Jaufuraully as our guest speaker. Farrah Jaufuraully left 

Croydon High in 1996, armed with A Levels in English, French, Biology and Politics.  

She went on to Middlesex University, with a passion for journalism and film already 

ignited, and studied for a degree in Film and Media and Cultural Studies.  Entering 

a highly competitive, fast moving world, Farrah has more than held her own and 

now has over 10 years’ experience producing a wide range of television programmes for the BBC, Channel 

4 and the Discovery Channel, including the award-winning medical series Embarrassing Bodies. Describing 

herself as ‘well-travelled and determined’ – particularly after back packing alone across six continents – Farrah 

is another example of a Croydon High girl who has really gone places, demonstrating that with hard work and 

resolve, as well as talent and the benefits of a good education, the world of work can be a fascinating place.  

We look forward to hearing from the class of 2013 in the future about the great times which lie ahead of them. 

SEPTEMBER CELEBRATION OF GCSE AND A LEVEL SUCCESS  

On a foggy November evening, the red carpet was rolled out  and CHS 

waited to welcome prospective girls and to show off the many facilities 

and opportunities available to them in the Sixth Form.  

The evening got off to a fantastic start, with many girls arriving, ready with 

questions on Sixth Form life, subjects and most importantly the Fashion Show!   

A highlight of the evening were the two extremely interesting guest speakers, 

who both discussed their individual experiences of CHS.  Mrs Jeanne Jenkins, 

spoke about her daughter, Olivia (now at Cambridge).  The other guest 

speaker was Katriona Stanford, a highly influential barrister, who opened up 

about her time at CHS, sharing how the school helped prepare her for life at 

university and beyond. She especially enjoyed telling us about her memories of Mrs Simpson’s University English 

sessions and Mr Vickery’s words of wisdom which she still thinks of today. She emphasised that the girls should 

be ready to take advantage of any opportunity placed in front of them. 

NOVEMBER SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENING

On Friday 29th November alumna Clare Baker (1995) came into 

School to give an assembly on the charity ‘Breakthrough Breast 

Cancer’. 

The Senior School had previously taken part in a MUFTI day and charity 

netball match to support this very good cause and raised  money 

which they wanted to present to Clare on behalf of the school.  

Clare gave an inspiring talk on the work she does for the charity and 

was extremely pleased to receive a cheque for £932.56. 

Our thanks to Clare for the assembly and we hope to continue to work with her on behalf of Breakthrough  

Breast Cancer.

BREAKTHROUGH BREAST CANCER
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The girls in Year 7, 8 and 9 had a ‘Strictly’ 

themed Assembly in December and 

took the opportunity to send a message 

of support to our alumna Susanna Reid, 

then in the final of the BBC’s Strictly 

Come Dancing, where we emphasised 

her qualities of determination, hard work 

and rising to a challenge as being the 

attributes of a true Croydon High girl. It’s 

not hard to see who they were supporting!

STRICTLY SUPPORTING SUSANNA 

The MedSoc club had a very welcome visitor 

in December, when one of our more recent 

‘old girls ‘Grace Kwok (2011) returned. She spent 

lunchtime with the group, describing life as a 

medical student at King’s College London where 

she is in her third year. Grace gave the girls useful 

tips on what to expect if they choose to study 

medicine and how to prepare for their interviews. 

In February we hosted the largest Careers 

Convention ever held at the school. Ninety 

delegates attended, representing a magnificent 

array of careers. 

Twenty-one of these delegates were alumnae (too many to mention by name) who thoroughly enjoyed 

catching up with each other too! Prestigious companies such as Deloitte, Mott MacDonald and Coutts and 

Co all brought their expertise, information…and plenty of free pens! The commitment and enthusiasm of the 

delegates was clear. Some had inexhaustible queues of prospective employees, throughout the evening.  

Many were still imparting their advice well after the event had ended! 

Susan Gower, Head of Careers said “I would like to express my deep gratitude to all those who volunteered 

their time and resources to make this such a successful event.”

LIFE AS A MEDICAL STUDENT 



14

Joan marjorie Watt (née Hudson) 
1925-2013; pupil, 1931-42; temporary 
secretary, 1955-6; temporary class music 
teacher during Autumn term, 1956. Born 
in Kettering, Joan and her family moved 
to Croydon when she was about two 
and a half years old and she attended 
Croydon High School from the age of 

six, when she proudly showed off her first school uniform for the 
family photograph album. She always remembered inspirational 
members of staff, such as Miss Peters, who taught her English, 
and Miss Hodson, who taught her the piano, music being the 
great love of Joan’s life. She also very much admired the then 
headmistress, Miss Adams, whose kindness towards her during 
the difficult times of World War II and afterwards she often 
recalled. After leaving school, Joan first trained as a secretary 
in London and then went on to attend the Royal Academy of 
Music between 1947 and 1951, spending most of her working 
life as a piano teacher. Before her marriage to Dr John Murray 
Watt in 1956, she taught piano and class music for three years at 
St Margaret’s, Bushey, from 1951 and afterwards, having moved 
to live in the north-west and once her own three children had 
started school, nearly twenty years at Stockport Grammar School 
from 1969. Joan retained very affectionate memories of her own 
schooldays, and some of her classmates, including Barbara Vidal 
née Melinsky and Prudence Scrivener, remained friends for life.

margaret Bookless 1939-2013.  

Margaret progressed through The 
Elms and The Homestead and then 
through the Senior School, a path 
later followed by her two sisters, Sheila 
and Hilary.  Their mother, Daphne 
Lloyd, had also been a pupil at 

CHS.  Although apparently studious and quiet, “Booky” was 
characterized by frequent bouts of unbridled merriment; hence, 
she was equally rewarding as a pupil and as a friend.  However, 
a new teacher, exasperated, said “This is the third time you’ve 
forgotten to bring your book to class, you wretched girl.  What is 
your name?”  To which Margaret replied sagely, “Book-less”.  

After CHS, she studied French and German at Newnham 
College, Cambridge.  She then taught at the universities of 
Clermont-Ferrand and Rennes, and also lived for a year in 
Germany.   She starred as Rosalind in a French-language 
production of “As You Like It”.  Later, with a Diploma in Education 
from London University, she taught in further education in 
Macclesfield.  Having returned to the London area, she obtained 
a Master’s degree in Translation at London University, then 
taught in Further and Adult Education, and also did freelance 
translation.

Margaret has been described by a close friend, who is an 
Oxford Professor of Modern History, as “a fierce intellectual” and 
“the most spiritual person I have ever known”. Yet she was also 
acutely aware of the world around her; recently, she turned 
down an invitation saying, “Oh, I can’t come on Friday – I’m just 
nipping over to Paris to take part in a demo”.

As a person with a wide range of interests and diverse groups 
of friends, she had many pleasant undertakings to look forward 

to.  She and Fred were soon to set off on holiday (never passive 
tourists, often intrepid ramblers, canoeists, etc.).  Her death in 
May 2013 was sudden and unexpected.  Her friends were left 
with so many things unsaid.

Barbara Baker (née Stephens) died 24th february 2014.

Barbara  Baker died in February age 93. She always spoke 
highly of her school days at Croydon High School and the wider 
role of the Girls’ Day School Trust. Over many years she kept in 
touch with a number of friends from her school days such Betty 
Porteous, Betty Brown (née Pothecary) and Beryl Dennington 
(née Creasy). Her photo album has pictures of her in school 
hockey, tennis and netball teams, on a scholars cruise aboard SS 
Lancastria in 1936, and of a staff play.

Before looking after her family she worked as an almoner at the 
Royal London Hospital and later in life used this training in various 
voluntary roles. In retirement she moved with her husband to 
Wiltshire where they spent many happy years. 

Joyce oliver died 29th June 2012.

Frances Pullen wrote to tell us of the death of her mother Joyce, 
who was born in Australia in 1923 and died in Herefordshire in 
her 90th year. From 1968 to her retirement in 1984, Joyce taught 
Physics and Maths to A Level at Croydon High.

marion Jackson, died december 2013.

Marion  taught French and RE at Croydon High from the late 
sixties until her retirement in the mid-eighties.

Barbara Jack (née mcdermott) class of 1939 – died 28th 
July 2013

marguerite Bucknall

Former CHS violin teacher, Marguerite Bucknall passed away this 
year aged 90. Fabulous teacher who left a legacy through her 
teaching. 

Janet goodridge (née thomas) 1954 – died April 

Mary E. Gibbs (née Hatfield) 1960 wrote in April with news of the 
death of her friend Janet.

“I left CHS in 1960 and have been in Barbados since September 
1966, as a Foreign Languages Teacher, wife of an engineer 
whom I met at Leeds University and mother of three children, two 
of whom were taught at primary level by Janet Goodridge (née 
Thomas) who probably left CHS in 1954. I taught her son, Stephen, 
French at Secondary level. Janet and I were amazed when we 
discovered here in Barbados that we were at CHS for one year 
at the same time. 

Janet was married to the Rt. Rev. Sehon Goodridge whom 
she met in the UK. When they came to Barbados, he was for 
some time Principal of Codrington College, one of the regional 
Anglican Seminaries, after which he became Bishop of the 
Windward Islands. I know that Janet was very actively involved in 
supportive pastoral and parochial life. 

Janet passed away peacefully and I shall be attending her 
funeral service next Friday, April 25 at St. George’s Parish Church. 
I thought her contemporaries from CHS might be interested to 
receive this news. 

With fond memories, Mary Gibbs (I was usually known as Hattie 
because there were so many Marys in my year).

It is our sad duty to pass on news of those in our community who have passed away over the last year – may 
they rest in peace. Our thoughts are with their friends and families.



15

carol moulder 

Carol worked at Croydon High School for 
twenty two years, first working part-time 
and mainly teaching music to infants and 
top Juniors.   

Carol made a marked contribution 
to the music in the Junior School. She 
was a gifted pianist and teacher who 
greatly valued the importance music 

plays in education and offered a wide range of opportunities for 
girls to enjoy and participate in musical activities, giving them the 
confidence to achieve a high standard.   

Many girls will remember serious performances such as ‘Holy Boy’ 
and Christmas Carol Services and also the fun that we had at 
performances such as the Harvest performance of ‘Hoorah for the 
Little Red Hen’!  

In 1995 two hundred and fifty Junior girls played in the orchestra 

or sang in a concert at the Fairfield Halls as part of a concert that 
marked our 120th Anniversary.  

As colleagues we have so many happy memories of Carol; her 
sense of humour and fun, her laughter, her loyalty, her unstinting 
support for others, her kindness, the songs and raps she wrote 
for concerts, her dangly earrings, and rings on every finger and 
her lovely painted nails, the pleasure she took in wearing purple, 
her excitement when the fire brigade used to arrive at school, 
her admiration for Elvis Presley and David Beckham, her love of 
animals especially her dogs and cats, and her pride in becoming a 
grandmother. How sad that she was never able to fulfil her wish of 
becoming a pianist on a cruise liner, nor that she was able to spend 
more time with family in Gibraltar, a place that she loved to visit. 

Carol’s life was cruelly cut short and she did not have enough time 
to enjoy her hard earned retirement, but we will always remember 
her for the courage in the way she bore her illness. She will remain 
forever in our hearts with love, affection and with our most precious 
of memories.

Bamboozle

LOOKING FOR LOST SHEEP….

You may have read an article in the spring edition of the GDST Alumnae ezine about 
Bamboozle Theatre Company, a Leicester based charity who put smiles on the 

faces of the most severely disabled children in England through high quality, interactive 
and immersive performances. Alumna Iona Nunes Mayo (Nunes 1987) is a Trustee of 
Bamboozle and herself a mother of a severely disabled child and wrote to tell us more  
about this inspiring charity.

This year, Bamboozle held a Gala dinner to celebrate their 20th anniversary and to raise 
money to continue with their pioneering and innovative work. Music, food, entertainment 
from the Bamboozle puppeteers and an auction raised a splendid £7000 on a very 
special evening. Christopher Davies, the Artistic Director & founder of Bamboozle, 
reminded everyone that although a young person’s disability can be plain to see, we 

must take the time to look deeper for their abilities. Young people know more than we think they know, are capable 
of more than they think they are and have the capacity to surprise us all.  

An example was shared in the story of a Bamboozle session last year at a special needs school in Mansfield. A 12 
year old pupil, at the furthest end of the autistic spectrum, appeared to find sound painful, had no speech and 
made no sounds. This young girl was considered a danger to herself and others as she would lash out, claw, grab 
and pull and was usually wrapped in a couple of blankets. Bamboozle artists agreed to a session and the result was 
astonishing, leaving staff in tears. Blankets were shed; the child remained calm and when being gently sung to close 
up, responded by repeating the melody. Bamboozle has had a profound impact on this child’s life. She continues to 
make progress by making more sounds. She has discovered the power of her voice, remains calmer and has started 
to use words.

Bamboozle artists are continually reminded that when they create an environment that has love, encouragement 
and opportunity within it, extraordinary achievements are possible for all young people whatever their abilities and 
disabilities. If you would like to find out more about Bamboozle, please visit www.bamboozletheatre.co.uk

We are always keen to reconnect with anyone who may wish to be in touch with the school again, 
be they past pupils, staff, parents or indeed anyone with a connection to Croydon High. 

As we enter our 140th year, it would be wonderful to really swell the numbers of our already fast 
growing Ivy Link community. 

If you are in touch with anyone who would like to be part of The Ivy Link, please encourage them to 
contact us by email at ivylink@cry.gdst.net or call Karen roe directly on 020 8260 7531.  
You can also find us and ‘like’ us at www.facebook.com/croydonhighivylink or follow us on twitter 
at twitter.com/croydonHighIvyL
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the 1874 foundation:
 Celebrating the past by investing in the future
The 1874 Foundation Appeal was launched in 
October last year following a lengthy period of 
consideration with the aim of providing alumnae 
with an opportunity to directly support our school in 
a very real way. 

For many, the 
most meaningful 
way of doing this 
is to contribute to 
Croydon High’s 
bursary fund.  We 
know how much 
the alumnae 
who received 
financial support 

themselves valued the opportunities they were 
given, because they frequently write and tell us so. 
Many describe their education as life changing, 
which only inspires us to do more to extend these 
opportunities as far as possible.  

Maintaining a school we are proud to call our own
We are also committed to ensuring that the school 
is well maintained so girls can enjoy the best 
possible facilities and an inspiring learning 
environment during their time here.

Our Pavilion project is an ambitious 
two year plan to raise £500,000 from 
a number of fundraising initiatives, in 
order to open a Sports Pavilion beside 
our artificial hockey pitch. The Pavilion 
will provide changing and storage 
facilities for hockey and football players 
as well as shelter for their supporters. The aim 
is also to make the facility available for use by the 
local community.  

So how are we doing?
As was said when the Foundation was launched, it is 

never easy to ask for financial support. However, the 
response from our alumnae has convinced us that 
there are many who support our aims. From smaller 
monthly amounts to significant annual donations, 
pledges have come in from all age groups, many 
of them accompanied by sincere messages of 
encouragement. We are extremely grateful and 
inspired to ensure that we do all we can to realise 
the goals of the Appeal.

Raising funds to enable us to offer even just one 
Bursary, covering seven years of education, requires 
substantial capital and investment. However, we 
believe that by growing this fund responsibly we will 
be in a position to offer significant opportunities to 
future generations. We look forward to offering the 
first 1874 Foundation Bursaries in the not too  
distant future.

With regard to the Pavilion project, again this is 
an ambitious project and whilst the aim of raising 
£500,000 in two years may appear daunting, 
different parts of the school community are working 
together to realise our goal.

A Development Group, including two of our 
alumnae, have come together to consider 

fundraising ideas and we are also liaising with 
local businesses that seem keen to support 
this community initiative. Architects have 
been appointed, first designs submitted 
and surveys and planning permissions are 
being sought to enable us to move forward 

smoothly and quickly when the time is right.

We are extremely grateful for the offers of 
support, financial or otherwise, that the 1874 

Foundation has elicited. Many donors have 
requested that their gift be anonymous, but to them 
and to all whose names are recorded here we 
would like to convey our thanks and the thanks of 
future generations of Croydon High girls.

AnnA’S PArtIeS
Anna Freeman (1963) organises events for single people including Speed Dating, Parties, Networking Singles 
and One-to-One Introductions, mainly in the Cheltenham  area, with plans to hold events in Oxford, Bath, Bristol, 
Worcester and further afield.

anna@annasparties.co.uk • www.annafreeman.com
deSIgnS on SometHIng
Designs on Something is a cottage industry set up by Susan Clark (1985) and her partner which they run alongside 
their full time shift work.They specialise in machine embroidering slogans, logos and names on just about anything, 
then hand finishing every item to ensure the finest quality finish.

www.designsonsomething.co.uk • designsonsomething@gmail.com
yvonne HArrIngton
Yvonne Harrington (Barnby, 1974) is a full time graphic designer and part time serious watercolorist (member of the 
Birmingham Watercolour Society). See her web site for beautiful personalised gifts, cards, portraits and illustrations.  

www.houseportraits.net • yvonne.harrington@tesco.net
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The

Ivy Link
Croydon High SchoolLinking the Friends of

A SPecIAL tHAnKS to oUr  
1874 foUndAtIon SUPPorterS

miss Ayesha Afghan, mrs Joan Angus, mrs Jeanne Brown, mrs mary Burley,  
mrs eleanor church, mrs diane clarke, mrs Jean clayton, miss June cropley,  
mrs Pauline davies, miss Una davies, mrs Heather dean, mrs Pamela dixon,  

mrs marilyn edlin, miss christine evans, mrs mary fitzwilliams, miss oyinkansola gabriel,  
dr Jean galbraith, mrs Judy gowans, dr Anne grant, mrs nicola Hart,  

dr Holly Hedgeland, mrs christine Hogh, mrs Angela Hosp, miss elena Kypri,  
mrs Susan Ladd, miss Bridget Larman, mrs Patricia mason, mrs marion mcAra,  

mrs frances milner, mrs margaret naylor, miss Helen older, mrs Kathleen reynolds,  
mrs Ann Stranack, miss frances taylor, mrs Blanche Wakeling, miss rachel Walkden,  

dr ruth Warren, mrs margaret Whiting, mrs fiona Zealley,  
and of course a number of anonymous supporters.

dates for your diary
Open Doors - come and see the school in action 
Wednesday 25 June 1.30-2.30pm 

Open Morning 
Saturday 11 Oct 9.30am

140th Anniversary celebrations at the fairfield Halls 
Wednesday 26 november 7.00pm

Winter Fair 
Saturday 6 December 12.00-4.00pm

Carol Service at All Saints, Sanderstead 
Tuesday 16 December 7.00pm

Ivy Link Class of 2011 and 2014 Christmas Reunion 
Wednesday 17 December 4.00pm

Evening of Chamber Music 
Wednesday 4 February 7.00pm

Ivy Link Netball Challenge 
Saturday 18 April 2.00pm

Summer Concert 
Tuesday 19 May 7.00pm

GCSE and A Level Art Exhibition 
Wednesday 10th June 7.00pm

Golf Day at Farleigh Court Golf Club 
Friday 12 June 7.45am

Ivy Link Summer Lunch 
Saturday 13 June 12.30pm

For more information about any of these events, please contact Karen at ivylink@cry.gdst.net or on 0208 260 7531.



The

Ivy Link
Croydon High SchoolLinking the Friends of

Croydon High School, Old Farleigh Road, Selsdon, South Croydon CR2 8YB   
www.croydonhigh.gdst.net   020 8260 7500

Whilst every effort has been made to ensure accuracy throughout the magazine,  
we hope you will please forgive any minor errors and please inform us of any major ones!

The Latest Graduates c2014


